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HOMEWORK

It is unsurprising that a 2006 meta-analysis by Duke University psychology professor Harris Cooper provided
evidence of a positive correlation between homework and student achievement. The correlation was stronger
for older students, from approximately the age of 11, than for those in younger years, for whom there was a

weak relationship between homework and performance.:

A more recent study of students to examine the correlation between time spent on homework and academic
achievement showed that academic scores increased when:

Homework was assigned on a schedule.
Students did their homework independently.

Students were assigned 60-70 minutes of total homework. More than 90 minutes of homework a
night had a detrimental effect on students’ test scores. 2

Cathy Vatterott (2010) identified five fundamental characteristics of good homework::

1.

2.

Purpose: all homework assignments are meaningful & students must also understand the purpose of
the assignment and why it is important in the context of their academic experience (Xu, 2011).
Efficiency: homework should not take an inordinate amount of time and should require some hard
thinking.

Ownership: students who feel connected to the content and assignment learn more and are more
motivated. Providing students with choice in their assignments is one way to create ownership.
Competence: students should feel competent in completing homework. In order to achieve this, it’s
beneficial to abandon the one-size-fits-all model. Homework that students can’t do without help is not
good homework.

Inspiring: A well-considered & clearly designed resource and task impacts positively upon student
motivation.

Summary of our Beliefs:

students benefit from regular homework that is planned in advance to support the taught curriculum

students do not benefit from excessive amounts of homework (no more than 60 minutes per day)

students benefit from the opportunity to work independently (without parental input) as long as they are
able to access the content e.g. by completing consolidation tasks following teaching. Tasks should be
carefully chosen to ensure all students can access the work in a meaningful way

students benefit when their homework links directly to the taught curriculum and is assessed and used in
subsequent lessons

Parents are able to support the completion of homework when the time-framework and instructions are
clear and well communicated

! The battle over homework: Common ground for administrators, teachers, and parents H Cooper - 2006

2 Adolescents’ homework performance in mathematics and science: personal factors and teaching practices (2015), Journal of
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Guiding Principles for Subject Teams

1.

10.

1.

Homework should be planned into the taught curriculum. It should support, consolidate and extend
content delivered in lessons

Planned homework should be purposeful. It should be used, or self assessed, in lessons, or should be
deep-marked for specific feedback that will enhance subject mastery. *At this time, peer assessment in
class should be avoided, where possible.

Set tasks can include, but are not limited to: revision of key terms, summarising notes, consolidation tasks,
exam question practice, links to online quizzing, extension tasks etc. Online homework tasks can be in the
form of short 'Exit Ticket' style tasks that will allow teachers to understand what students have learnt and
what misconceptions remain.

Teachers are expected to set homework tasks on Google Classroom. Students are also expected to record
homework in their planners. Where no homework is set in a particular lesson, students should also record
this in their planner. Homework can be completed online, on paper or in books.

Guidance, timelines and associated documents must all be recorded so that they can be monitored by
both students and parents.

Students must be given at least 48 hours to complete any set homework

Where students go above and beyond in their homework, this should be praised by use of house points,
praise postcards and phone calls home.

Where submitted homework is inadequate or incomplete, this should be sanctioned through the school
behaviour policy.

Students should take responsibility for their homework and as such, it is up to them to approach, or email,
the teacher if they do not understand the homework task or they miss a lesson.

If students cannot complete homework for a valid reason, parents/carers should write a note in the
student’s planner or email the teacher.

Heads of Faculty/Subject Leads are responsible for tracking the quality and completion of homework

within their department. They should offer support to teachers where required if sanction numbers are
high.



The CoLA-S Homework Timetable Guideline

Students will be set homework in accordance with this timetable. Where a subject is not taught on the
allocated day, homework should be set in the previous lesson. Students must have 48 hours from the time the
homework is set to complete their homework. 20 minutes of homework is allocated per subject slot.

Year 7
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday/Weekend
History English Geography ICT (fortnightly) English
Maths MFL SEB Music/Art Maths
(alternating)
PE Science Textiles/Food/ Science MFL
Drama (carousel)
Year 8
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday/Weekend
Geography Science English History English
MFL SEB Maths ICT (fortnightly) Music/Art
(alternating)
PE Textiles/Food/ MFL Maths Science
Drama (carousel)
Year 9
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday/Weekend
History ICT (fortnightly) English MFL English
MFL Maths Maths Science Ceography
Science PE Textiles/Food/ SEB Music/Art
Drama (carousel) (alternating)
Year 10
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday/Weekend
English Maths English Maths Geography/History
Science MFL/Option C Geography/History | MFL/Option C Science
Option A Option B Option A Option B
Year 11
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday/Weekend
Geography/History | English English Maths MFL/Option C
Maths MFL/Option C Geography/History | Option B Option A
Science Option B Option A Science




