
Threshold 
Concepts

Society has been constructed by events throughout 
history

There are different viewpoints of the structure and nature 
of societySubject Sociology

Curriculum MapGroup Humans are shaped by external influences (nurture 
rather than nature)
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Unit Title Intro and key concepts and 
processes of cultural transmission

Key concepts and processes of 
cultural transmission

Families Families Research methods Research methods project

Knowledge 
/ Skills

1. How society has changed over time- 
a timeline of key societal changes
2. Sociological theory- students will 
learn how sociologists have viewed 
society and its changes
3. Key sociological concepts- 
socialisation and social control

1. Nature vs nurture debate using feral 
children as examples
2. Cultural diversity
3. How class, gender and ethnic 
(possibly age) are constructed/how we 
are socialised into these stratas

1. Apply knowledge of theories to the 
family
2. The diverse structures of families 
around the world and in the UK
3. How families in the UK have 
changed over time (link back to key 
societal changes and theoretical views)

1. Question what the future of the family 
is
2. Consider the roles of men and 
women in families and how these roles 
have changed over time
3. Consider the changing roles of 
children and older people in the family

Students will consider how studies of 
the family were researched. 
Students should learn about specific 
research and sampling methods, the 
strengths and weaknesses of using 
them and about the methodology of 
different sociologists.

Students should learn about how 
sociologists go about planning and 
conducting research, and complete 
their own projects to deepen this 
understanding.

Research topics will be wide ranging, 
beyond specification topics but may 
include topics related to the family. 
Projects will include application of 
theory learnt earlier in the year. 

Lit /  Num

Developing an understanding of 
discipline specific terminology and how 
this may differ to general usage of the 
word, e.g norm, gender. Developing an 
understanding of extended writing and 
analysis in sociology

Analysis of case studies of feral 
children. Reading of case studies is 
engaging and often read aloud around 
the class.

Comparison of rates of different family 
types over time. Understanding of how 
this can be expressed in words as part 
of an extended piece of writing.

Exploration of ageing population and 
dependency ratio and how these ideas 
are expressed in graphs as well as in 
words in an essay.

Developing an understanding of the 
word validity and how 'valid' may mean 
different things outside of the discipline

Analysing statistics in secondary 
research and expressing them in words 
and orally during the presentation.

Enrichment

Students to be encouraged to read books or watch films that develop their sociological awareness, e.g. Lord of the Flies, Animal Farm Taking part in a project based on the extended project qualification delivered to 
6th form students, supervised by year 12 students. Presenting findings to 
members of staff and 6th form students to develop oracy and confidence in 
public speaking.

British Vals

What are values? What did we value 
post industrialisation and what do we 
value now. At this point values are 
linked with norms.

Values of British people in comparison 
with other societies - e.g. tribal, inuit, 
eastern, historical. 
Cultural diversity and the umbrella 
values. 
British values inforced by formal and 
informal social control agents

Considering how British Values may 
influence the range of family types we 
see in society.
How have British values changed the 
shape and structure of the family.
Political influences on British Values.

How are British Values reducing with 
individualism.
Questioning the impact of values
Questioning the social construction of 
values

Ethics and value laden research.
Tolerance is a key value that is followed 
through this practice as students will be 
researching attitudes and values of 
research populations.

Ethics and value laden research.
Tolerance is a key value that is followed 
through this practice as students will be 
researching attitudes and values of 
research populations.

Character Emphasis on the relationship between the individual and society in everyday life Role in society, focus on compassion for diversity in families and links to 
tolerance values regarding class, gender, ethnicity and age.

Develop leadership and teamwork skills

Careers
Social researcher Equal Pay Act and the entitlement of all 

people to be offered the same life 
opportunities.

Dual earners - stay at home mums and 
dads - maternity and paternity.

Barriers to careers and overcoming 
stereotypes - gender domains in the 
working world.

Social researcher. Scientific studies and the role of social research in society
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Unit Title Education Education Crime and deviance Crime and deviance Crime and deviance Consolidation and application to 
theory

Knowledge 
/ Skills

1. Introduction- types of school and 
history of education
2. Parental choice and competition 
between schools
3. Theoretical views of education- apply 
theories from Y9

1. Overview of factors that lead to 
differences in achievement
2. Differences in achievement by class, 
gender and ethnicity

Links to the family topic in Y10- e.g. 
consider how changing gender role 
expectations may impact on girls 
aspirations and educational 
achievement.

1. The social construction of crime and 
deviance
2. Social control and the role of 
police/courts

1. Theoretical views of crime
2. Patterns of crime- official statistics

1. Patterns of crime by class, age, 
gender, ethnicity

Overall theoretical views of society- 
applying them to all topics studied

Lit /  Num
Reading of case studies of different 
types of school

Compare levels of achievement 
between different groups, expressed in 
percentages and graphs.

Refining analysis, application and 
evaluation skills

Analyse official statistics relating to patterns of crime- comparison of reported 
criminality of different groups in society, e.g. differing rates of offending between 

men and women

Refining analysis, application and 
evaluation skills

Enrichment Students encouraged to watch related documentaries, e.g. History of education, 
Channel 4 educating series

Students encouraged to watch related documentaries, e.g. 24 hours in police custody, BBC documentary on Stephen 
Lawrence

Students encouraged to watch related 
films/documentaries, e.g. Suffragette

British Vals

Equality and fairness of education is 
questioned.
We explicitly teach the British Values 
and whether they are actually the 
values of the collective - or an 
ideological state apparatus.

Mutual respect - and the lack of in 
education.
Parentocarcy links to the individual 
liberty and democracy - although this is 
rejected heavily by the critical view. 

The rule of law - the design, bias and 
critical view.
Functionalism and democracy/ the 
critical view of equality and the myth of 
democracy.

The rule of law - the design, bias and 
critical view.
Postmodernism/globalisation view links 
to the liberty of the individual, and 
decline in democracy.

Tolerance of those of difference - based 
on gender, class, age, ethnicity and the 
treatment of these individuals by the 
Criminal Justice System.

As before

Character
Questioning inequalities in achievement and the particularistic and universalistic 
nature of education.
The purpose of education for character and ties to socialisation.

What is right and wrong - deviance and criminal activity. 
Accountability
Resilience

How to be a good learner and how to 
be organised under pressure.

Careers Who gets the best jobs'. Heirachy in schools and the corrrespondence between 
education and the workplace.

The roles within the criminal justice system has to offer- police, army, lawyers, probation, judges etc. The realit of the roles 
verses the media representation - specifically for law.
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Unit Title Social differentiation and 
stratification

Social differentiation and 
stratification

Revision Revision EXAMS EXAMS

Knowledge 
/ Skills

Theoretical views of stratification Class, age, gender, ethnicity- overall 
stratification, linking to how this affects 
crime/education/family

Lit /  Num Refining skills of analysis, application and evaluation in preparation for exams

Enrichment Students encouraged to access official statistics on inequalities in different areas 
of society

British Vals

The structural approach to deomocracy 
(or not)
The action view of individual liberty.

The structural approach to democracy 
(or not).
Links are made to areas of the spec 
where values are represented (as 
shown before). This reinforces the 
questioning of the effectiveness and 
reality of British Values.
The action view of individual liberty.

Character Realising the life chances of others. Global citizenship.

Careers Social researcher
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Unit Title Theory, families and households Families and households Research methods Education Education Theory

Knowledge 
/ Skills

1. Overview of theoretical views of 
society
2. Types of family
3. Apply theories to the family
4. Social policy and its influence on the 
family

1. Couples- power relationships and 
considering whether the division of 
labour has become more equal
2. Changing family patterns- 
marriage/divorce/family size
3. Changing role of children and older 
people

1. Methodology
2. Research methods- with links to 
methodology throughout
3. Sampling

1. Theoretical views of education
2. Education policy

1. Differences in achievement between 
different groups- class, gender and 
ethnicity

Links to the family topic e.g. consider 
how changing gender role expectations 
may impact on girls aspirations and 
educational achievement.

Overall theoretical views of society- 
applying them to all topics studied

Lit /  Num

Case studies/reading of different family 
policies. Developing an understanding 
of the audience and usage of 
government publications.

Exploration of ageing population and 
dependency ratio and how these ideas 
are expressed in graphs as well as in 
words.

Use of quantitative data and how this 
can be expressed 
graphs/tables/statistics

Case studies/reading of different 
educaional policies. Developing an 
understanding of the audience and 
usage of government publications.

Comparisons of statistics relating to the 
achievement of different groups- 
understanding how these can be 

expressed in graphs and also how they 
can be expressed in words and applied 

to exam questions

Developing application and synthesis 
skillls, considering links between topics 

and how these can be discussed in 
essays

Enrichment During this year, students are encouraged to consider completing their extended project qualification in a sociological area. By doing this, they will explore a range of academic literature including journals that will strengthen their understanding of 
sociology outside of the specification.

British Vals

Values of British people in comparison 
with other societies - e.g. polygamy, 
Sister Wives, historical family types and 
values regarding 'what is a family'. 
Cultural diversity and the umbrella 
values. 
British values inforced by family as an 
agent of socialisation and informal 
social control.

Considering how British Values may 
influence the range of family types we 
see in society.
How have British values changed the 
shape and structure of the family.
Political influences on British Values.
Gender and equality.
How are British Values reducing with 
individualism.
Questioning the impact of values
Questioning the social construction of 
values

Ethics and value laden research.
Socialism, Gender and Capitalism as 
an influence on British Values.

Equality and fairness of education is 
questioned.
We explicitly teach the British Values 
and whether they are actually the 
values of the collective - or an 
ideological state apparatus.

Mutual respect - and the lack of in 
education.
Parentocarcy links to the individual 
liberty and democracy - although this is 
rejected heavily by the critical view. 

The structural approach to deomocracy 
(or not)
The action view of individual liberty.                               
Links are made to areas of the spec 
where values are represented (as 
shown before). 
This reinforces the questioning of the 
effectiveness and reality of British 
Values.
                      

Character
Role in society, focus on compassion for diversity in families and links to 
tolerance values regarding class, gender, ethnicity and age.

Develop leadership and teamwork skills Questioning inequalities in achievement and the particularistic and universalistic 
nature of education.
The purpose of education for character and ties to socialisation.

Creating a personal view and their own 
opinion of society.

Careers

Equal Pay Act and the entitlement of all people to be offered the same life 
opportunities.                                                                       
Dual earners - stay at home mums and dads - maternity and paternity.             
Barriers to careers and overcoming stereotypes - gender domains in the working 
world.    

Policy and government researcher Who gets the best jobs'. Heirachy in schools and the corrrespondence between 
education and the workplace. Questioning the roles of teachers. 

Policy and government researcher
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Unit Title Theory Crime and deviance Crime and deviance Beliefs in society Beliefs in society Exams

Knowledge 
/ Skills

1. Theoretical views of society
2. Theoretical approaches to methods 
of social research

1. Theoretical views of crime and 
deviance
2. Patterns of crime and victims by 
class, gender and ethnicity

1. Crime and the media
2. Links to 
postmodernism/globalisation/green 
crime and human rights

1. Theoretical views of beliefs in society
2. Ideology and science
3. Question whether religion is a force 
for social change or a conservative 
force

1. Organisations, movements and 
members
2. Secularisation
3. Religion in a global context

Lit /  Num

Analysis of written theory- comparisons 
and evaluation made and applied to 
extended writing/essay questions.

Analyse official statistics relating to 
patterns of crime- comparison of 

reported criminality of different groups 
in society, e.g. differing rates of 

offending between men and women                                                        

Analysis of newspaper reports on crime 
and questioning the way that material is 
used to present to different audiences.

Refine ability to select information and 
apply to exam questions.

Compare statistics on church 
attendance rates to determine the 
extent to which secularisation has 
occurred. Refine ability to select 
information and apply to exam 

questions.

Enrichment Students encouraged to watch related 
films/documentaries, e.g. Suffragette

Students encouraged to watch related documentaries, e.g. 24 hours in police 
custody, BBC documentary on Stephen Lawrence                                                                                        

Students are encouraged to watch related documentaries, eg. on the Moonies, 
Westbro Baptist Church, Jonestown Massacre

British Vals

Ethics and value laden research.
Tolerance is a key value that is followed 
through this practice as students will be 
researching attitudes and values of 
research populations.

The rule of law - the design, bias and 
critical view.
Social Action View links to the liberty of 
the individual
Functionalism and democracy/ Marxism 
and the myth of democracy.

The rule of law - the design, bias and 
critical view.
Postmodernism/globalisation view links 
to the liberty of the individual, and 
decline in democracy.

Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs 
is key in this unit. Establishing key 
classroom rules to ensure the respect 
of all is essential - especially when 
teaching negative views of religion. 

Individual liberty and the stress of 
choice as a controlled option, reducing 
the chances of fundementalism and 
encouraging global 'golden rules' - 
religious canopy.

Character
Creating a personal view and their own 

opinion of society.
What is right and wrong - deviance and criminal activity. 
Accountability
Resilience

Culturall and reiligious identification.
Students often reflect on their own belief systems and scientific ideologies.

Careers
Policy makers, social researchers, think 
tanks.

The roles within the criminal justice system has to offer- police, army, lawyers, 
probation, judges etc. The realit of the roles verses the media representation - 
specifically for law.

How to start your own church and be verified by the religious council.
Yoga/ meditation/ New Age Movement teacher


