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Reading Policy 2025 
In 2024, the National Literacy Trust found that 1 in 10 children aged 5 to 18 don’t own a single book 

at home. Among children receiving free school meals, this jumps to 1 in 8. Children with books at 

home achieve, on average, three years more schooling, regardless of their parents’ education, 

occupation, and economic status. 

 

We know that becoming a reader has a significant impact on children’s educational, economic and 

health outcomes. We also know that reading is a soulful activity that invites young people to engage 

in our Academy mission of the exploration of life. This is why The City of London Academy is 

committed to building a culture of reading and creating classrooms in which children learn through 

reading and rich discussion.  

 

Our Reading Policy has three strands: 

●​ Building a Culture of Reading 

●​ Implementing effective reading strategies in classrooms across the curriculum 

●​ Intervening to ensure students make the progress required to read at the expected level 

 

Building a Culture of Reading 
Leaders will: 

●​ Ensure the library is stocked and displays rotated to respond to and shape the reading 

appetites of our students 

●​ Promote and celebrate the COLA Canon of brilliant books for young people 

●​ Curate author events and library activities to give students access to the world of books 

●​ Celebrate books and reading through calendered events such as World Book Day 

●​ Create and curate varied and diverse reading lists to guide student reading habits 

 

Teachers will: 

●​ Deliver guided reading through the Character education programme, giving students the to 

engage with the rich and diverse selection of Young Adult and Children’s novels available in 

publication in the UK, looking to prestigious awards such as the Guardian Children’s Book 

AWard, Waterstones children’s Book Awards and the Carnegie Medal for inspiration 

●​ Model and celebrate a love of reading 

●​ Model excellent prosody when reading out loud with children 

 

Students will: 

●​ Always carry a book in their bag 

●​ Engage fully with all guided reading expectations 

●​ Treat the library with respect and embrace all opportunities for reading 

 

Implementing effective reading strategies in classrooms across the curriculum 
Leaders will: 

●​ Embed and monitor learning habits that promote reading such as ruler reading, questions to 

interrogate texts and direct vocabulary instruction 

●​ Design and refine curriculum artefacts to include rich and ambitious reading material 
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●​ Talk positively and passionately to staff and students about reading 

Teachers will: 

●​ Insist on 100% focus and ruler reading when reading with students 

●​ Deliver Guided Reading and Curriculum Reading sessions with precision and passion 

●​ Be ambitious in selecting books and texts to read with children 

●​ Design questions to interrogate the written word and guide students in understanding 

complex texts 

Students will: 

●​ Follow with their rulers when reading texts in class 

●​ All read out loud and proud striving for excellent prosody 

●​ Dedicate time to silent reading as part of their independent study 

 

Intervening to ensure students make the progress required to read at the expected 

level 
Leaders will: 

●​ Administer reading age tests twice per year and analyse the data to shape a responsive 

intervention programme 

●​ Ensure that all reading interventions are reviewed after five weeks to measure progress 

●​ Monitor the Reading Plus programme to evaluate its impact and respond 

●​ Raise awareness of students at risk of not meeting their Academic goals due gaps in their 

reading 

 

Teachers will: 

●​ Know key students and target vocabulary and reading support during class reading 

●​ Target questions and scaffolds to weaker readers to support their fluency and 

comprehension 

●​ Be ambitious for all readers in the Academy 

 

Students will: 

●​ Complete five Reading Plus assignments each week 

●​ Be ambitious in their reading 

●​ Engage fully with all reading interventions 
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