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Uniform and Appearance 
 

Our uniform policy is designed to promote a sense of pride, equality, and belonging among all students. By 

setting clear expectations, we create a focused learning environment free from distractions and social 

pressures, helping every student to thrive. 

It is therefore extremely important to us that all of our Year 7-11 students wear their City of London Academy 

uniform correctly at all times; whilst at school and on their way to and from school. We expect parents/carers 

to support us with this by ensuring their child has the right uniform, worn correctly, and the correct 

appearance, and by understanding and accepting our procedures should any issues around uniform arise. 

Expectations 

No student will be permitted to attend mainstream lessons without meeting the Academy's uniform and 

appearance expectations. 

If a student arrives at school without the required uniform, or with uniform that they are unable to wear 

correctly in line with this policy, they will be placed in the Reintegration Room until the issue is resolved. There 

are two exceptions to this: 

●​ The student has a medical reason, supported by written evidence from a GP or hospital, explaining the 

reason and the length of time they are unable to wear the required uniform. Notes from 

parents/carers alone will not be accepted and students will be expected to change into the correct 

uniform. 

●​ The uniform has been lost, damaged or is otherwise unavailable and a parent/carer has provided a 

note explaining the reason and when the issue will be resolved. In these circumstances, the Academy 

will attempt to provide a temporary replacement item for the day without sanction.* 

*If a suitable replacement item cannot be provided, or the student refuses to wear the replacement item 

provided by the Academy, they will be placed in the Reintegration Room until the issue is resolved. In some 

circumstances, the Academy may allow a student to return home to change (with parental permission) or 

request that the correct uniform is brought into school. 

Students are expected to wear any uniform item provided by the Academy and correct any uniform or 

appearance issue when directed to do so. Refusal to comply will result in a B5 sanction and placement in the 

Reintegration Room until the issue is resolved. 

For other uniform or appearance breaches, including incorrectly worn uniform, prohibited accessories, 

make-up, false nails, false eyelashes, additional piercings, incorrect headwear or any other breach of the 

Academy's appearance expectations, students will be given the opportunity to rectify the issue before 

attending lessons. If the issue cannot be rectified immediately, the student will be placed in the Reintegration 

Room until it is resolved. 

Any student who does not meet the Academy's uniform and appearance expectations will receive a sanction. 

This will normally be a B1 Incorrect/Untidy Uniform or O1 Missing Equipment/Uniform. Students may receive 

more than one sanction in a day if they repeatedly breach the Academy's uniform and appearance 

expectations after being given the opportunity to correct them. 

Repeated or persistent breaches of the same uniform or appearance expectation may result in a more serious 

sanction being issued immediately. This will be at the discretion of SLT and/or the Year Team. 

Incorrect items of uniform, accessories or prohibited appearance items may be confiscated. Confiscated items 

will be retained by the Academy for a minimum of one week. 
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Uniform 

Our school uniform can be purchased from Whitehall Clothing (Camberwell) or APT Clothing (Peckham). Shirts, 

trousers, skirts, shoes e.t.c can be purchased from other suppliers for supermarkets. 

Please check the uniform policy before purchasing any new clothing to ensure it will be permitted, or speak 

with a member of your child’s year team if unsure. 

The Academy has a second hand store for uniform. Please call the Main Reception (0207 394 5100) for further 

information.  

●​ Purple school blazer with school badge, to be worn at all times (except when playing sport or sat 

down in class).  

●​ Plain white shirt with top (collar) button done up. If the top button is missing, this will incur a 

sanction. 

●​ Plain grey or black only tailored not tight and worn at the waist. No jeans, chinos or leggings. 

●​ Mid grey skirt, on or below the knee, and not permitted to be rolled.  

●​ School tie appropriate to the year group, showing the dragon below the knot and done up to the top 

button. Note: student ties remain the same colour throughout a student's time at CoLA, they do not 

change as they change year group.  

●​ Academy jumper (optional), not permitted to be tied, twisted or pinned at the back. No pullovers, 

cardigans, sweatshirts, hoodies or waistcoats permitted other than the Academy jumper. 

●​ Socks – Only plain black or grey socks are permitted. No patterns, stripes or logos.  

●​ Tights – Only plain black or grey tights are permitted.  

●​ Shoes – Plain black leather shoes with no buckle, logo or coloured stitching/laces. No shoes on or 

above the ankle. No trainers, boots, or canvas shoes.  

●​ Coats/jackets – Students may have a plain black, navy blue or grey coat or jacket. Coats may have 

hoods, however when in school uniform students may only wear hoods if it is raining, extremely cold 

(less than 5 degrees) or extremely windy. Students are not allowed to wear their coats/jackets instead 

of their school blazer and must remove them when they are in the building. Coats/jackets with large 

(bigger than 2 inch) logos or patterns/stripes, leather/denim jackets, and jumpers/hoodies are not 

permitted.  

●​ School Bags – students must have one black, navy or dark grey school bag that can hold A4 books 

without the books being folded. Logos are permitted, but must be subtle. Handbags, fashion bags or 

bags with tassels are not permitted.  

 

The Academy does not take responsibility for lost clothing and we encourage parents/carers to put name tags 

on their child’s clothes. For all uniform, we recommend using iron-on name tags in case anything goes missing. 

Compulsory Uniform (Whitehall Clothiers Pricing) 

One blazer; a school tie (five different colours depending on the year group); at least one type of PE top: 
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Other CoLA-S Uniform Available to Purchase (Whitehall Clothiers Pricing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The Academy jumper is optional and non-branded tracksuit bottoms, shorts and socks can be brought 

from other retailers. 
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Appearance 

●​ Hair – All haircuts must be smart and professional. Natural hair colours only. Black, blonde, brown, 

auburn only. Colours that are not allowed would include blue, pink, red, green, platinum blonde. No 

patterns are allowed to be shaved into hair or eyebrows.  

●​ Hair accessories – Any hair accessories (beads and clips etc) must be professional and subtle.  

●​ Headwear – Providing that headwear is plain, professional and subtle, it is likely to be allowed. 

Headwear should be black, purple or grey only. Do-rags, balaclavas, bonnets and skull caps etc are not 

permitted. Hats should be removed when inside the building.  

●​ Neck scarves – Only plain black, navy blue, grey or purple are allowed. All other scarves will be 

confiscated. Snoods/neck warmers are not permitted. Scarves must be removed when inside the 

building.  

●​ Earrings – One small studded earring in each earlobe is permitted. Studs larger than 0.6cm diameter 

or hoops/dangles are not permitted. Covering piercings with a plaster is not permitted. Any earring 

not matching this description will be confiscated.   

●​ Nose piercings – Nose piercings for religious/cultural reasons are allowed, providing a clear retainer is 

in its place when in school. Covering piercings with a plaster is not permitted. Any nose piercing that is 

not a clear retainer will be confiscated. 

●​ No other type of piercing will be allowed and the student will be required to remove it or remain out 

of circulation until resolved.  

●​ Watches/jewellery – Students are allowed to wear a wrist watch. Necklaces must be tucked away at 

all times, and rings or any other jewellery are not permitted. Smart watches are not permitted and will 

be confiscated in-line with the mobile phone policy.  

●​ Belt buckles - must not be excessively large or garish.  

●​ Tattoos – No visible tattoos are permitted. 

●​ Nails – No false, varnished or coloured nails are permitted, and natural nails must be cut short. The 

student will remain out of lesson until rectified.  

●​ Make up/false eyelashes/general appearance – No makeup, e.g. lip gloss, mascara, eyeliner and eye 

shadow. Tinted or cosmetic contact lenses and decorative dental wear are not permitted. No false 

eyelashes. Fashion spectacles and sunglasses are not permitted. The student will remain out of lesson 

until rectified.  

 

In exceptional circumstances the uniform requirements may be altered or relaxed. This can only be decided by 

the Principal. 

Equipment 

All students must come to school prepared and ready to learn.  This includes having the following equipment:  

●​ Fully functional and tidy Academy planner (no pages removed) 

●​ Academy timetable 

●​ Black, blue and red pen (all working) 

●​ Whiteboard pen 

●​ Glue stick 

●​ Pencil and rubber 

●​ Ruler (15cm or bigger) 

●​ Transparent/clear pencil case 

●​ Scientific calculator - specifically ‘Casio FX83 GTX’ or ‘Casio FX83 GT CW’ (any colour) 

●​ Independent study folder (including workbook and correct knowledge organiser) 

Failure to show any of the above when instructed to do so will result in a sanction for missing equipment. 
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The COLA Store 

If a student requires replacement stationary/equipment, they are able to purchase items at a subsidised cost 

from The COLA Store, with payments made via ParentPay. The store will be open before 8.20am each morning 

and at other points during the day. 

Banned Items 
The Behaviour Policy includes a full list of banned items, including higher-level banned items, however 

following items are also not permitted on the Academy site at any time. These will be confiscated for a 

minimum of one week, and the student will receive a sanction, with the severity varying depending on the 

item/number of items. Any perishable items will likely be thrown away. 

●​ Banned items of clothing identified in the Academy uniform policy (e.g. hoodies, coats with large logos 
etc);  

●​ Balaclavas (parental collection only); 
●​ Chewing gum; 
●​ Compasses (B5 sanction); 
●​ Fizzy/sugary drinks;  
●​ Sweets/other unhealthy items;  
●​ Large packs of unhealthy foods i.e. multi packs of chocolate, family sized bags of crisps; 
●​ Headphones that are visible;  
●​ Aerosols and perfumes/aftershaves/body mists;  
●​ Metal combs; 
●​ Mobile phones that are not switched off in a phone pouch (parental collection for smartphones);  

●​ Pointed scissors; 

●​ Water bombs or water pistols (B2 sanction); 

●​ Stink bombs, fun snaps/bangers (B5 sanction). 

*Other items may not be permitted, at the discretion of Principal 

PE Kit and Expectations 

The Academy PE kit is designed to ensure all students are dressed appropriately to take part in physical activity 

and students have some choice in what they wear, often dependant on the weather. 

PE Kit 

●​ Upper body: Must be the Academy t-shirt and/or rugby shirt/jumper. 

●​ Shorts: Must be plain black; no stripes, additional colours, patterns or designs are permitted. Small 

logos only. 

●​ Jogging bottoms: Must be dark grey or black; no stripes, additional colours, patterns or designs are 

permitted. Small logos only. 

●​ Socks: Academy PE socks or white sports socks above the ankle. 

●​ Base layers: Can be worn in the cold weather and must be plain black, white or purple. Small logos 

only. Gloves are also allowed in cold weather. 

●​ Hats: Students can wear woolly hats in the colder months but they must be unbranded and of dark 

blue, dark grey or black colour. 

Expectations 

●​ All jewellery must be removed prior to the lesson. If a student cannot remove a piercing then they 

must provide their own plaster to cover it. Failure to bring a plaster will result in a sanction. 
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●​ Failure to bring in the correct PE kit will result in a sanction for missing equipment/uniform; unless a 

written note is provided and signed by the parent/carer. 

●​ Students who are ill/injured will not be required to take part in the lesson but must still bring in their 

PE kit. There is no exception to this rule unless a student is physically unable to get changed. 

●​ Any student who does not have the correct kit will be required to wear a replacement PE kit supplied 

by the PE department. Failure to do so may result in removal from the lesson. 

More details on PE kit and expectations can be found in the school planner. 
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